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9th Grade English I/ English I Honors Syllabus 2026-2027
City of Hialeah Educational Academy
Teacher: Mrs. Machado
Email: kmachado@coheaedu.com

Introduction
Welcome to English I! I am excited to be your teacher this year. English I is designed to strengthen students' reading, writing, speaking, and critical thinking skills through the study of literature and informational texts. Throughout the year, students will analyze a variety of genres, develop effective writing techniques, build vocabulary, and improve communication skills.
Students will strengthen their reading comprehension through increasingly complex literary and informational texts while developing the analytical and writing skills necessary for success in high school and beyond. I look forward to an exciting and successful school year together!
Course Objectives
English I focuses on developing the following skills and understandings:
· Analyze literary and informational texts using textual evidence. 
· Identify themes, central ideas, author's purpose, and literary elements. 
· Analyze fiction, nonfiction, poetry, drama, and novels. 
· Develop narrative, informative, and argumentative writing. 
· Strengthen grammar, vocabulary, and language conventions. 
· Improve reading comprehension and critical thinking skills. 
· Conduct research using credible sources. 
· Develop effective communication and presentation skills. 
· Prepare for state and classroom assessments through reading and writing practice.

Course Content
Throughout the school year, students will study a variety of literary and informational texts while developing their reading, writing, speaking, and language skills. Topics of study include:
· Literary Analysis 
· Short Stories 
· Novels 
· Poetry 
· Drama and Shakespeare 
· Informational and Argumentative Texts 
· Research and Presentation Skills 
· Grammar and Vocabulary Development 
· Narrative, Informative, and Argumentative Writing 
Students will complete essays, literary analyses, research projects, presentations, collaborative activities, and independent reading assignments throughout the year.
Class Format
Instruction will include a variety of learning experiences. Students will participate in:
· Small-group instruction 
· Collaborative learning 
· Class discussions 
· Independent and guided reading 
· Writing workshops 
· Peer review activities 
· Socratic seminars 
· Literary circles 
· Group projects 
· Presentations 
· Technology-based learning activities when appropriate 

ARRIVAL
Students are expected to enter the classroom quietly and begin the Bell Ringer posted on the board. This time should be used to prepare materials and get ready for the day's lesson. Bathroom breaks will not be permitted at the beginning of class unless it is an emergency.
DISMISSAL
Students are responsible for cleaning their work area before leaving class. Classroom materials should be returned to their proper location, and students must remain seated until dismissed by the teacher. The bell does not dismiss the class.
Text
School-adopted English I curriculum, supplemental novels, literary selections, informational texts, and digital resources.
Required Supplies
The teacher may request additional supplies for specific projects throughout the school year.
Students should bring:
· Folder or binder 
· Notebook 
· #2 pencils 
· Blue or black pens 
· Highlighters 
· Sticky Notes 
· College-ruled paper 
· Laptop/I-pad or school-issued device 
· Access to the internet when assignments require online resources 
Students are also expected to maintain active accounts for any classroom learning platforms assigned throughout the year.
Home Learning
Home learning will be displayed in class and graded weekly unless otherwise noted. Students should also stay up to date and be aware of any changes made through Google Classroom. Students are expected to check assignments regularly, manage their time wisely, and complete all work by the assigned due date. Independent reading, vocabulary practice, writing assignments, and project work may be assigned outside of class.
Student Evaluation
Grades are based on the school grading policy.
Grading Categories:
· Major Assessments/Tests – 30% 
· Minor Assessments/Quizzes – 25% 
· Classwork – 20% 
· Homework – 5% 
· Projects, Essays, and Presentations – 20%
· GRADING SCALE:
· 90 - 100 = A 4 pts. 3.5 - 4.0 average
· 80 - 89 = B 3 pts. 2.5 – 3.49 average
· 70 – 79 = C 2 pts. 1.5 – 2.49 average
· 60 – 69 = D 1 pt. 1.0 – 1.49 average
· Below 59 = F 0 pts. Below 1.0 average
Testing Requirements
The Florida Assessment of Student Thinking (FAST) is a progress-monitoring tool that will be administered three times a year to track your student’s progress toward the Benchmarks of Excellent Student Thinking (BEST) Standards. 
Classroom Expectations
Students are expected to:
· Arrive on time and be seated before the bell rings. 
· Bring all necessary materials to class each day. 
· Be respectful of classmates, teachers, staff, and school property. 
· Participate actively in classroom discussions and activities. 
· Remain attentive and engaged during instruction. 
· Complete assignments on time and produce their own original work. 
· Follow classroom procedures and school technology policies. 
· Demonstrate academic honesty and integrity at all times. 
· Cell phones should remain put away unless permission is given for instructional purposes. 
· Food and drinks are not permitted unless approved by the teacher or school policy.
Attendance/ Late & Make-Up Work
Regular attendance is essential for success in English I. Absent students are responsible for obtaining missed assignments and completing all make-up work within the timeline established by school policy. Late work will not be accepted unless authorized by the teacher. If a student does not turn in work by the authorized due date, the grade will be a “Z” for that assignment. Long-term projects should be completed by the assigned due date unless prior arrangements have been approved.                                                                                                                                                                        Late work resulting from excused absences will be accepted within the timeframe outlined by school policy. Students are responsible for obtaining any missed assignments and completing them promptly. I reserve the right to enter a "Z" in the grade book if the student does not attempt to make up the assignment. Assignments submitted after the approved deadline may receive reduced credit unless otherwise approved by the teacher.
Academic Honesty
Academic integrity is an essential part of this course. Plagiarism, cheating, copying another student's work, or the misuse of artificial intelligence or other technology to complete assignments dishonestly will not be tolerated.
Students are expected to submit their own original work. Violations of the school's academic integrity policy may result in reduced or no credit, parent contact, disciplinary action, or other consequences outlined in the student handbook.
Classroom Philosophy
My goal is to create a classroom where every student feels respected, challenged, and supported. I believe students learn best when they are encouraged to think critically, collaborate with others, and make meaningful connections between literature and the world around them.
Through engaging instruction, high expectations, and positive relationships, students will build the confidence, communication skills, and character needed for success in high school, college, and beyond. I am committed to providing a supportive learning environment where students feel safe asking questions, taking academic risks, and reaching their full potential.




Acknowledgement
Please sign and return this page as confirmation that you have read and understand the course expectations and policies.
I, _______________________________________, understand the expectations, procedures, grading policies, and academic integrity requirements for English I.
Student Signature: _____________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature: _______________________
Date: ___________________
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